
URBAN TRANSIT SYSTEMS 829 

Electric Railway Systems.—The statistics given here cover the urban and inter-
urban operations of electric railway systems. Almost all the urban systems are now 
municipally owned, the largest privately owned system being the British Columbia 
Electric Railway Company; most of the interurban firms are controlled either by the 
Canadian National or Canadian Pacific Railways. The number of electric railways 
declines each year as motor and trolley buses replace electric cars. Of the 21 systems in 
service in 1955, five operated electric cars, motor buses and trolley buses; nine operated 
trolley buses and motor buses; three operated electric cars only; one operated electric 
cars and motor buses; one, trolley buses only; one, motor buses only; and one reported 
no electric cars, motor buses or trolley buses. 

20.—Equipment of Electric Railways 1953-55 
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The financial statistics of electric railways given in Table 21 have been greatly affected 
by variations in traffic and by changes in mode of local transportation. When electric 
railways have ceased operation because of declining traffic or have substituted other types 
of rolling-stock their figures have been dropped from the tabulation. Despite changing 
conditions, however, the gross revenue of electric railways has continued to rise in the 
ipostwar years. The ratio of expenses to receipts advanced from 86.3 p.c. in 1946 to 99.9 p.c. 
in 1955. Many systems have changed from private to public ownership in the past few 
years which accounts for much of the recorded decline in the value of stocks and the 
increase in funded debt. 

21.—Financial Statistics of Electric Railways 1916-55 
NOTE.—Figures for 1901-45 are given in the corresponding table of previous Year Books beginning with the 

1926 edition. 
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' th P ^ r e a s e ' r o m 1951 accounted lor by the re-capitalization of the Winnipeg Electric Company; transit facilities 
inat Company were transferred to the Greater Winnipeg Transit Company. 


